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What is Sci-Port Discovery 
Center?
ÅFiscal Agent of the North Louisiana STEM Alliance, a 

cohort of STEM Learning Ecosystems

Å92,000 sq.ft. Science Center ςMuseum

Å[ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀΩǎ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ {ǇŀŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ό[{{/ύ 

ÅPower of Play (PoPύ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aǳǎŜǳƳ 

Å[ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ La!·ϯ 5ƻƳŜ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ

Å200 Hands-on STEM educational exhibits

ÅRotating daily programs 



Sci-Port Discovery Center



Overview

ÅThe North Louisiana STEM Alliance partners 
together with diverse stakeholders with an 
emphasis on diversity initiatives, community 
partnerships, and family engagement. 

Å180 members from 80 organizations ςbusiness & 
industry, colleges & universities, correctional 
centers, PK-12, homeschool groups, STEM expert 
organizations, entrepreneurs 

ÅNLSA served 75,000 individuals, 200K contact 
hours, 65% from underserved groups



Summary of Programs



Summary of Programs, ŎƻƴΩǘ



Highlighted Programs

ÅSTARBASE @ Sci-Port

ÅBars without Barriers prison outreach

ÅShreveport-Bossier Mini Maker FaireTM

ÅNWLA Makerspace

ÅGSK Science in the SummerTM

ÅCapital One STEM Outreach by NLSA partners

ÅAdmissions Assistance to Sci-Port



STARBASE @ Sci-Port

ÅDue to Covid19, STARBASE could not host programs 
at its location so they held programs at Sci-Port.



Impact
ÅFree to participants

Å16 youth

ÅEngineering design 
process

ÅCritical thinking skills

ÅFun!

ÅCommunity 
collaboration at its best



Bars without Barriers prison outreach

Challenge:  Can offenders in work-reentry facility, use 

STEM to reconnect with children upon release?

Solution: Listen to offenders, caregivers and deputies 
to craft the type of program they need and want; build 
trust with stakeholders.

Results:  A barrier-free program model well-suited for 
all parents

Video Link:

https://youtu.be/VkEZx2H6yvo?t=7

https://youtu.be/VkEZx2H6yvo?t=7


Bars without Barriers

Key Partners
Å/ŀŘŘƻ tŀǊƛǎƘ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ

ÅCorrectional Center Staff

ÅSci-Port Discovery Center

ÅInmates & their Families

ÅBeairdFamily Foundation, IMLS

Key Results
ÅServed 794 offenders, 739 children, and 330 caregivers through multiple 

sessions.

Å70% of Offenders in the program complete up to 6 sessions out of 12. Graduates 
have visited Sci-Port.



Shreveport-Bossier Mini Maker FaireTM

ÅA community STEAM 
event

Å500 makers & visitors 
per year + pop-up 
maker fairs

ÅSupports DIY, 
entrepreneurship, & 
open source

ÅAnnual event of the 
NLSA



NWLA Makerspace





Amy Vu ςlaptop refurbishing



GSK Science in the SummerTM

ÅGSK Science in the 
Summerϰ ƛǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ 
free science education 
program sponsored by 
GSK, in partnership with 
The Franklin Institute. 

ÅSci-Port Discovery Center 
implements the 
curriculum with our 
Community Partners. This 
ȅŜŀǊϥǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ά.Ŝ ŀ  
/ƘŜƳƛǎǘΗέ 

ÅImpact:

ÅServes youth who are 
underrepresented in 
STEM

Å4-Core Strategy of 
Engagement

ÅSince 2016, >2,000 
children 2nd -6th grade 
were served



GSK Science in the SummerTM



Capital One Community Outreach 
by NLSA members
ÅReaching the LMI Population Hand-On
ÅThe Family That Codes Together

ÅFunzoneLLC Robotics & Engineering Design

ÅWW /ƻƴǿŀȅΩǎ {¢9a /ŀǊŜŜǊ 5ŜŜǇ 5ƛǾŜ



The Family that Codes Together

ÅThe overarching STEM Goal of this program is to 
deepen proficiency and understanding of coding for 
underserved families. 

ÅCEO Ebony Mitchell of OremiTechnologies and 
Solutions hosts a program that teaches not only the 
student, but the entire family how to code. 

ÅBecause of the pandemic, this program is adapted 
to a hybrid virtual platform as necessary. Up to 50 
served. Program held monthly.



The Family that Codes Together


